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Fundraising in Support of Wellspring Calgary
Fundraising Tips

Thank you for your interest in fundraising on behalf of Wellspring Calgary.  Since our inception, and as we grow, Wellspring relies on the kindness of others – people who, like Wellspring, want to offer tangible, practical support to all those affected by cancer.  People, like you.

The following document offers some TIPS to get you started:

Just Ask
Simple as it sounds, ‘asking’ is the first step and it is truly that – ‘simple’.  Tell people what you are doing and why you are doing it – and you will be surprised.  Many people are simply waiting to be asked and generously respond to someone setting out to make a difference.

Ask in Ways that are Personal
Almost all of us want to make a difference.  By asking personally, you are able to engage people directly and to provide them with an opportunity to share in something that is important to you and possibly important to them.   

Remember that ‘No’ is also a Correct Answer  
Many people express concern about asking someone for a donation.  The truth is, you need not worry.  If the person you ask says ‘no’, it means that this isn’t the cause they want and need to support and that’s the right answer for them.  Ultimately, you are providing people with an opportunity to support something that is meaningful to them.  ‘No’ is the right answer, just as ‘yes’ is.  

Be Creative
Sometimes all you need to do is ask – send an e-mail, write a personal letter, call someone – just ask.  You can also ask in much more creative ways that can be fun for you and those you ask.  
So, be creative:
· Host a dinner party
· Hold a yard or garage sale
· Have a game or movie night with friends
· Plan a neighborhood block party
· Host a family and friend fun run or walk
· Shave your head
· Host a silent or on-line auction

Think about what matches your personality; play on your strengths.
Just remember, don’t promise what you can’t deliver.

Charitable Receipts
As a person who is fundraising on behalf of a charity, you are not required to comply with Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) guidelines, but you are also not able to issue charitable receipts.  As a charity, Wellspring Calgary, like all other charities can issue receipts, but is also required to comply with some very specific CRA guidelines to sustain his privilege.  In some instances, we are unable to issue receipts.

If you are hoping or planning to issue charitable receipts, please call us to make sure it is possible before you promise.  We are deeply appreciative of your efforts and anxious to offer our support to make your fundraising experience successful.

As a general rule of thumb, any direct donation – a person giving you cash or a cheque because you asked them to support the charity – is receiptable.  Any time a person receives a benefit for giving money, a receipt cannot be issued.

Resources that are Available to you
Again, we thank you for your interest in fundraising on behalf of Wellspring Calgary.  
The following resources are available to support your efforts:
Personal Help
Please feel free to call Teresa Schwarz at Wellspring Calgary (521.5292) with your questions.  Teresa has a fundraising background and is pleased to assist you by answering questions and providing guidance.
On-Line Assistance
The Wellspring Calgary web-site is currently being updated and will include a comprehensive section on ‘Fundraising on Behalf of Wellspring Calgary’.  The site will include tools such as:  sample solicitation letters, printable donation forms, fundraising guidelines, and much more.  To access these on-line supports, please visit:  www.wellspringcalgary.ca .
Wellspring Calgary
We are here to help.  Please call if you need any of our collateral material to make available to prospective donors, or if you would like to use our logo.  Also, please drop by our centre anytime for a tour.  We would be pleased to show you around and share more about our programs and site. 
Please also feel free to offer our programs as a resource to anyone who may be interested.  Wellspring Calgary provides a wide range of cancer support programs and services, for those who have cancer, for cancer survivors, and for their loved ones and support network.  All of our programs are free of charge and no referral is required.
We are located at #4 Parkdale Crescent NW (in the Operation Eyesight Universal building- across from the Lazy Loaf and Kettle).
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